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HIGHLIGHTS

HOMICIDE DECREASE: Gang-
related homicides in South Los
Angeles have dropped markedly—
to two last month, compared with
16 reported last May—Ileading po-
lice to give new credit to the truce
declared between warring black
gangs. B1

FUND-RAISING PROBE: The
Board of Supervisors asked the
district attorney’s office to investi-
gate whether criminal charges
should be lodged against county
health officials whose bungled
fund-raising = efforts . wasted
$726,019 in public money. B3

- INGLEWOOD SHOOTINGS: A
substantial amount of cocaine was
found in the apartment where five
people were shot to death Monday,
suggesting that the residence wasa
center for drug trafficking, Ingle-
wood police said. B3

LOU MACK / Los Angeles Times

SUCCESS STORY: Jay C. Kim,
above, Republican congres-
sional candidate in the new 41st
District, has come a long way
since coming to America 31
years ago. B3

BILL BOYARSKY

The essence of Perotism, the new
political movement sweeping the
country, is an electronic version of
power to the people. But the col-
umnist wonders if the people would
be up to the tedious task of govern-
ment once the novelty and excite-
ment of interactive “Town Halls”
on radio and TV wore off. B2

EDITORIALS

A REKINDLED ISSUE: Russian
President Boris N. Yeltsin raised
more questions than he answered

e about American POWSs. Informa-
tion about al! Americans held in the
Soviet Union since World War II
must be dug out and promptly
made available. B8

COMMENTARY

ROUGH JUSTICE: The Supreme
Court's support of the U.S.-ar-
ranged kidnaping of a Mexican will
have fearful consequences for the
rule of law on both sides of the
border. By David J. Scheffer, a
specialist in international law. B7

ON THE RECORD

“Sir, don’t tell us your underlings
were responsible for this. You were
as responsible as anyone else. . . .

A Blueprint for Peace -

cease-fire did not hold.

Anthony Perry holds Bloods and Crips peace treaty, with book he used as inspiration.

Here are excerpts from an original draft of a peace treaty being proposed by a group of
ex-gang members from Watts and the 1949 Egyptian-Israeli General Armistice Agreement on
which it is based. The gang treaty is an attempt to formalize an ongoing truce between the
Bloods and Crips. The 1949 agreement was aimed at ending fighting in Palestine, although that

JIM MENDENHALL / Los Angeles Times
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4. The establishment of an armistice between the armed forces of the
two %’arucs is aceepted as an indispensable step toward the liquidation of armed
conflict and the restoration of peace in Palestine.
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2. No clement of the land, sea or air military or para-military forces of
either P.arly, including non-regular forces, shall commit any warlike or hostile
act against the military or para-military forces of the other Party, or against
civilians in territory under the control of that Party; or shall advance beyond
or pass over for any purpose whatsocver the Armistice Demarcation Line sct
forth in Article VI of this Agreement except as provided in Article J11 of this
._Agrcemcm; and elsewhere shall not violate the international frontier; or enter
Into or pass through the air space of the other Party or through the waters ~
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Ex-GangMembers
Look to Mideast
for a Peace Plan

= Truce: Group uses 1949
cease-fire agreement
between Egypt and Israel
as the basis for an
agreement among L.A.’s
Bloods and Crips.

By JESSE KATZ

and ANDREA FORD
TIMES STAFF WRITERS

f it was a good idea for a
Iwarring corner of the Middle

East, it just might work for
the Bloods and Crips.

So figures a group of ex-gang
members who are seeking to ce-
ment the gngoing truce in South
Los Angeles by looking to anoth-
er seemingly intractable con-
flict—the 1948 war between Isra-
el and Egypt that briefly ended in
1949 with a United Nations treaty.

As Los Angeles was erupting in
flames, these young men were
digging up a copy of the armistice
agreement, translating the stilted
diplomatic language into street
terms and adding a few of their
own rules prohibiting such things
as profanity, graffiti and the
brandishing of weapons on rival
turf.

A section of the Egyptian-Is-
raeli accord banning “aggressive

action by the armed forces” was
changed to “no aggressive action
by the leading influential gang
members.” A reference to stop-
ping attacks by land, sea or air
becamic a prohibition on “drive-
by shootings and random slay-
ings.”

“In both cases, you have two
peoples who are basically related
but divided,” said Anthony Perry,
30, a former gang member who
helped adapt the accord to the
rules of the streets. “To me, that
was profound.”

Although the document is be-
ing fine-tuned and has not been
circulated among most gang
members, Perry and his col-
leagues are hopeful that the trea-
ty will formalize what so far has
been only a verbal agreement
between some Bloods and Crips
factions.

By next month, they plan to
present the accord to the four
principal gangs.in Watts, where
the first link in the truce was
forged between the Grape Street
Crips at the Jordan Downs hous-
ing project and the PJs at Imperial
Courts weeks before the riot.

“Many of them are very intelli-
gent and some are very sophisti-
cated,” said VG Guinses, director
of Save Every Youngster Youth
Enterprise Society, one of the
oldest gang counseling centers in

Please see TRUCE, B4

Police Give Truce Credit
for Drop in Gang Killings

By LESLIE BERGER

TIMES STATF WRITER

Gang-related homicides in
South Los Angeles have dropped
markedly —to two last month,
compared with 16 in May, 1991—
leading police to give new credit
to the truce declared between
warring black gangs, a high-
ranking police official told the
Police Commission on Tuesday.

“There’s no question there has
been a real decrease in violence
among black gangs,” said Deputy
Police Chief Matthew J. Hunt,
who commands the department’s
South Bureau.

“They have come together,”
Hunt continued. “How they have
is very difficult to determine.
Personally, I think it was an
outgrowth of a lot of frustration
and a lot of concern about the
violence that was ongoing.”

Deputy Police Chief Ronald A.
Frankle, who represented outgo-

ing Police Chief Daryl F. Gates at
the meeting Tuesday, told com-
missioners that no statistics have
been prepared to compare recent
gang violence in the South Bu-
reau—known for the most vio-
lence by black gangs in the city—
with the Police Department’s
Central, West and Valley bu-
reaus.

Later, Hunt said that street
robberies in the South Bureau had
risen in the past few weeks and
that drug dealing continued to be
high, though he was unable to say
whether gangs were responsible.
But he reiterated that gang-relat-
ed violence—namely drive-by
shootings and homicides between
Bloods and Crips—had dropped,
and he expressed cautious opti-
mism about the weekly parties
that have brought longtime rivals

"together.

“I would like to think these
gatherings will have some long-
Please see GANGS, B4

We on the Board of Supervisors
have been bamboozled.”

—Los Angeles County Supervisor Gloria
Molina in accusing county heatth
department Director Robert Gates of
mismanaging the agency and its budget. B3
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State’s Senators Join Shipyard Dispute

m Navy: They oppose plan to keep Long Beach facility

when ships visit port.

But Rep. Dana Rohrabacher

from bidding on work for ships based in San Diego.

By JAMES BORNEMEIER
TIMES STAFF WRITER

WASHINGTON —California’s
senators are siding with a group
of Los Angeles and Orange Coun-
ty congressmen who are up in
arms over Rep. Duncan Hunter’s
(R-Coronado) efforts to keep the
Long Beach Naval Shipyard from
bidding on short-term ship repair
jobs now performed exclusively
by San Diego companies.

At stake are jobs and millions of
dollars in repair work at a time
when military and defense-relat-
ed spending are rapidly shrinking
in Southern California. The battle
is also a test of politicians’ ability
to deliver much-needed financial
help to their respective districts.

Hunter labeled the attempted
diversion of repair work to Long
Beach as the “snatching” of San
Diego jobs and said it would
disrupt San Diego Navy families
who want to spend time together

(R-Huntington Beach), whose
district includes Long Beach, said
Tuesday that “Duncan is putting
up a tremendous fight to protect
the interests of his district over
the interests of the country.”

The Long Beach ban was in-
cluded in the defense authoriza-
tion bill passed by the House two
weeks ago despite letters of pro-
test to Navy Secretary Lawrence
H. Garrett and two attempts to
thwart Hunter's plan in commit-
tee.

Navy rules already call for the

Please see SHIPYARD, B8

3Held in Deaths of Catering Truck Workers

By MICHAEL CONNELLY
TIMES STAFF WRITER

Three men were arrested Tues-
day in the slayings of five cater-
ing truck workers—including a
13-year-old boy—who were kid-
naped in North Hollywood last
year and executed, authorities
said.

Police identified the suspects as
Tony Rivera 111, 32, of Los Angel-
es; Lawrence Aquinaga, 36, of
Santa Maria and Edward M. Taf-
folla, 24, of Los Angeles. Investi-
gatori said, however, that no

details of the arrests or the evi-
dence linking the men to the
killings would be released until
after the district attorney’s office
files charges later this week.

Lt. John Dunkin said all three
men were being held without bail.

The bodies of the five catering
truck workers were discovered
near a guardrail in remote La
Tuna Canyon, near Sunland, Dec.
10.

The victims were the truck’s
owner, Ismael Cervantes, 43, of
Sylmar; his son, Ismael Jr., 13;
brm}‘@rs Heriberto and Jesus
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Sandoval, 16 and 19 respectively,
and Francisco Gasca, 31. All of
them lived in North Hollywood.

They had been shot and
stabbed and their hands were
bound, investigators said. Two
days before the bodies were dis-
covered, their catering truck was
found ransacked and abandoned
in North Hollywood. It had last
‘been seen Dec. 7 on Lankershim
Boulevard.

The killings spread fear
through the ranks of hundreds of
catering truck operators. Many
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